Church Discipline: Dealing Effectively With Sin In Christ’s Body
	The Church’s Response to The Sinful Situation
	MATTHEW 18:15-20

	I CORINTHIANS 5:1-13
	GALATIANS 6:1-3

	Nature of the Offense/ Sin
	Private Matter – where one believer (knowing or unknowingly) offends another believer. The offense/violation can fall into one of four areas:
I. Offensive to the conscience (see Romans 14:1-23; I Cor. 8:12)
II. Being Adversarial – Insulting, abusive, disrespectful and hostile (Romans 12:9-10 and Ephesians 4:31; I Peter 2:1)
III. Tearing a Sibling Down – through gossip, lies, rumors or destructive criticism (Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 3:8; I Peter 2:1)
IV. Encroachment of rights and property – deceit, cheating, stealing or lying (Ephesians 4:25-28; Philippians 2:1-4)
	Public Matter – gross sin (rebellious act and disposition) that is known within the church itself and possibly with outsiders (e.g. unbelieving community).
Though the particular offense refers to sexual immorality, the situation concerns a believer who (defiantly) accepts and practices sin as a lifestyle and doesn’t want to be free of it. This kind of attitude truly profanes the blood of the covenant (Hebrews 10:26-29) and serves as the essence of rebellion (I Samuel 15:23a).
	Private Matter Exposed – the context pertains to a believer who has been overtaken by a sin (e.g. ones listed in Galatians 5:19-21) Note: the word “fault”, at times translated “trespasses” [Matthew 6:14-15] or “offenses” [Romans 4:25] in the KJV’s rendering conveys the notion of falling by the wayside; to lapse, error, mistake, wrongdoing, weaknesses, a misdeed. The term “overtaken” has a two-fold meaning: (1) surprise, suddenly, without notice or (2) to deliberately sin by which one is caught. 

	Understanding the Adverse Consequences / Dangers of the Situation; Appreciating What’s At Stake

Understanding the Adverse Consequences / Appreciating What’s At Stake continue…
	Note: Harmony, peace, love and purpose builds up the church, whereas divisiveness destroys it. It is for this reason that divisiveness must not be allowed to prevail (cf. Romans 16:17-18).

(1) Offended Believer – can have one of four responses: (a) self-centered response, consumed with the wrong done to him/her; (b) withdrawing response, avoiding or ignoring the other sibling; (c) gossiping response or (d) retaliating response.

(2) Offending Believer – unaware of the offense or unwilling to admit wrong. Hence, the sin and guilt continue to linger. 

(3) The Body at Large – spiritually is adversely impacted on an account of the division. This division has the tendency to spread, grow and contaminate others, hence severely disrupting the church’s unity. As Christ Himself stated “every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or house divided against itself cannot stand” – Matthew 12:25. The church’s witness to the unbelieving world is damaged in four ways:

(a) Diminished Purity 

(b) Dissipated Power – on an account of the Holy Spirit being grieved, He will not give His power.

(c.) Disillusioned Purpose; and
(d) Dissonant Progress

	Note: Harmony, peace, love and purpose builds up the church, whereas divisiveness destroys it. It is for this reason that divisiveness must not be allowed to prevail (Romans 16:17-18).
Contamination to the Body – like cancer, this sin (rebellion) has a way of metastasizing throughout the entire body thereby destroying it. As it is written “Don’t you know that a little yeast (sin) works through the whole batch of dough”— I Corinthians 5:6 (NIV). 
The corruptible influence of sin is highly contagious!
As Christ Himself stated “every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or house divided against itself cannot stand” – Matthew 12:25. The church’s witness to the unbelieving world is damaged in four ways:

(a) Diminished Purity 

(b) Dissipated Power – on an account of the Holy Spirit being grieved, He will not give His power.

(c.) Disillusioned Purpose; and

(d) Dissonant Progress
	Note: Harmony, peace, love and purpose builds up the church, whereas divisiveness destroys it. It for this reason that divisiveness must not be allowed to prevail (Romans 16:17-18).
If the erring brother or sister is permitted to continue on in their sin without any loving intervention on the part of the church, not only does the sibling’s life becomes damaged but as a member of Christ’s body, the church is adversely impacted. The church’s purity, unity and effectiveness in the world become damaged.
As Christ Himself stated “every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or house divided against itself cannot stand” – Matthew 12:25. The church’s witness to the unbelieving world is damaged in four ways:

(a) Diminished Purity 

(b) Dissipated Power – on an account of the Holy Spirit being grieved, He will not give His power.

(c.) Disillusioned Purpose; and

(d) Dissonant Progress

	The Necessity of Prayer
	Prior to going to the offending sibling, the matter needs to be bathed in prayer. According to Matthew 18:18-19, three things are needed in going to prayer: 

(1) Agreement in correcting the erring sibling

(2) God’s will and approval are to be sought; and

(3) Unity in the Name of Jesus; all that His Name means and stands for.
	Prior to going to the rebellious sibling, the matter needs to be bathed in prayer.
Fervent prayer needs to be offered, essentially begging God to help us to restore the fallen believer.
	Prior to going to the erring sibling, the matter needs to be bathed in prayer.

	The Necessity of Loving Confrontation
	For the sake of the purity and unity of the church’s witness, there must be a loving confrontation first by the offended believer; and if reconciliation is not achieved, then at least two other believers “so that every matter is may be established by two or three witnesses.”
	For the sake of the purity and unity of the church’s witness, there must be a loving confrontation in the hopes of reaching the rebellious sibling.
	For the sake of the purity and unity of the church’s witness, there must be a loving confrontation in the hopes of restoring the erring sibling.

	The Disposition of the Church Re: The Situation

The Disposition of the Church Re: The Situation continue…
	(1) Restoration of the breach between the erring and offended parties;
(2) If the erring believer still refuses to repent after the intervention of the church, he/she is to be treated as an unbeliever.
	(1) Grief and impartiality over the rebellious nature of the sin. “Grief” because of the destructive nature of sin (James 1:13-15; cf. Romans 6:23); “Impartiality” – in this context, the Corinthian believers were proud, not of the man’s sin but rather of the prominent position/status he had among them. On an account of the man’s status within the church, the Corinthians believers overlooked/ignored his sin. When it comes to matters of sin or service, the church is to be impartial in its dealings (Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25; I Timothy 5:21; James 2:1-9).
(2) If no repentance ensues on the part of the rebellious sibling, then the Church, first must examine themselves (vv7-8), secondly, to assemble in the Name of Christ and through His power expel not just the rebellious believer from the fellowship but commit him/her to Satan’s domain “for the destruction of the flesh and that his/her soul saved on the Day of the Lord” – I Cor. 5:4-5; finally, the church is not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer and yet practices a rebellious lifestyle of sexually immorality, greediness, idolatry, slander, drunkenness or swindling.
	(1) Only those who are Spirit-filled, controlled and dominated are to restore the fallen brother or sister. The word “restore” carries the following meaning: to reset a broken bone or to mend nets or to cut some growth out of a body.
(2) It is to be done in a manner of meekness and gentleness;

(3) In humility, for knowing that we all are prone to fall (cf. I Corinthians 10:12)
(4) We are to carry one another’s burdens thereby fulfill the law of Christ (John 13:34-35; James 5:20; I Peter 4:8). In so doing we provide to our sibling: (a) Compassion; (b) Encouragement; (c) Reminders of God’s Promises; (d) Warmth and Tenderness.

(5) Always examining ourselves and our own work.

	Desire Outcome

Desire Outcome continue…
	Reconciliation between the two siblings in the Lord; preservation of the church’s unity.
	(1) First and foremost, to win over the rebellious brother or sister; if not, then for the sake of protecting and preserving the body…
(2) Purge the corruptible influence of sin from among them. In doing this, it is hoped that our Lord would awaken the distilled conscience of the rebellious brother/sister to repentance.
(3) Preservation of the church’s unity and purity.
	Restoration of the erring sibling to whole (spiritual) health.

	Promise of Our Lord
	Our Lord promises both His presence and guidance in the matter.
	In this matter, our Lord gives His presence and power in dealing with the rebellious believer.
	Divine guidance and empowerment.


Given the aforementioned, it is my humble recommendation that the following should be observed at Christ Bible Church:

(1) Cases dealing with sin, and if the erring believer is part of cell group, then the matter should be handled directly by the Care Group Elder; at this level, facts need to be established and confidentiality maintained;

(2) The Care Group Elder should address the sin accordingly based on the situation (Matthew 18, I Corinthians 5, or Galatians 6)

(3) The Care Group Elder is to report on the situation’s status to the respective boards of the Elders and Deacons.

The Elder Who Sins:

 In I Timothy 5:19-21(NIV) cites the following: “Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly so that others may take warning. I charge in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.”
The following excerpts on this passage is taken from the “Preacher's Outline and Sermon Bible – Commentary”
Matthew Henry gives an excellent exposition of Matthew 18:19, an exposition that every minister should read:

"Here is the scripture-method of proceeding against an elder, when accused of any crime. Observe [it]. There must be an accusation; it must not be a flying uncertain report, but an accusation, containing a certain charge, [and it] must be drawn up....

a. To be several witnesses

"This accusation is not to be received unless supported by two or three credible witnesses; and the accusation must be received before them, that is, the accused must have the accusers face to face, because the reputation of a minister is...a tender thing...therefore, before any thing be done in the least to blemish that reputation, great care should be taken [and] the thing alledged against him be well proved" (Matthew Henry's Commentary, Vol.6, p.825).

 

A very practical and warm exposition is also given by Oliver Greene:

 

"It is possible for even a godly, separated, God-appointed elder to commit sin....It is possible even for those who live very near to the heart of God to be caught off guard and commit sin that will bring shame and disgrace upon the church. But we are not to accuse an elder unless there are two or more witnesses to testify that the accusation is an accomplished fact. We should never repeat anything we hear about a minister, deacon, steward, elder, Sunday school teacher or any leader in the church. If we hear reports of evil, we should investigate in the right way, through the right people—and certainly we should not discuss the situation with unbelievers. It is very clear in Matthew 18:19 that an elder must not be accused unless there are at least two or three witnesses who can prove the truth of the accusation" (The Epistles of Paul the Apostle to Timothy and Titus, p.202).

 

b. To be rebuked before all [the elders or officials]

The discipline is clearly stated: the elder or minister is to be rebuked. The words "before all" most likely mean before all the elders rather than before the whole church (A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, Vol.4, p.589). To go before the whole church would only add fuel to the flame of the immature and carnal believers within the church. It would make a public spectacle before the outside world. Such would naturally damage the church's testimony—even if an attempt was made to balance the damaged image by claiming disciplinary action. Note that the point of the discipline is the correction of the sinning minister and the prevention of other ministers from sinning: that they may fear exposure and embarrassment.

William Barclay has an excellent exposition of this verse that merits being read by all ministers:

"Those who persist in sin are to be publicly rebuked. That public rebuke had a double value. It sobered the sinner into a consideration of his ways, and wakened him into a sense of shame; and it made others have a care that they did not involve themselves in a like humiliation. The threat of publicity is no bad thing, if it keeps a man in the right way, even from fear. A wise leader will know when there is a time to keep things quiet, and a time for public rebuke. But whatever happens, the Church must never give the world the impression that it is condoning sin" (The Letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, p.135).
 

In conclusion, charges made against a minister or anyone else is one of the most serious acts that a person can do. Barclay states it as well as it can be stated:

"This would be a happier world, and the Church would be a happier Church, if people would realize that it is nothing less than a sin to spread and to repeat stories about people of whose truth they are not, and cannot be, sure. Irresponsible, slanderous and malicious talk does infinite damage and causes infinite heartbreak, and such talk will not go unpunished by God...." (The Letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, p.135f).

PAGE  
5

